What is God’s Purpose in giving us His Law?
Romans 3:1-20
Introduction: Just as Romans 2 is God’s message of condemnation upon the moral and religious man, Romans 3:9-20 begins with God’s message of condemnation upon the immoral man. By immoral man we means mankind without the Law of Moses. This section shows why God is just in condemning the pagan world.
In verses 10-18 Paul quotes a long list of indictments against the world of mankind. These quotes are from Psalms and Isaiah which pronounce that “all have sinned and there is not one righteous man upon the earth.”
What does Paul mean by “the Law?”
When Paul, the former rabbi, speaks of the Law he is obviously referring to the Ten Commandments as given to Moses. However, “The Law” to Paul would include the Mishnah, and the Talmud which he lived by before his conversion to faith in Jesus as his messiah. What he intends for us non-Jews to know is that the BIG TEN given to Moses are God’s plum line of righteousness, it is His value system for mankind. The Ten Commandments tell us who God is (his character) and what he expects of us his image bearers. 
When we humans are faced with this very high standard for right living, it is our very nature to justify our failed behavior. “Good works” as we call them, are our way of rationalizing away our guilt before conscience & the Law of a Holy God.
Note:  If there were not Divine plum line, we humans will invent one of our own. C. S. Lewis draws attention to this in his Mere Christianity. Lewis observes that even among the most primitive of societies there will be “tribal laws.” These laws are rules to be obeyed in order for the tribe to survive. For example, a tribe may allow for a man to have many wives. It may say he has to pay a dowry for each one or whatever rule the tribe agrees to. However, the tribal rules will tell him he cannot have any woman he wants, when he wants, and he cannot have your wife without your permission or without obeying some “law.” This is true wherever you find humans living in community. Laws are made knowing they will be broken! Such is the nature of man.
What is true everywhere you find human beings, is that we humans are sinners! We will break our own tribal rules, no matter how easy they may be, we will break them. This is Paul’s reasoning, “there is none Righteous, no not one” Romans 3:10. (Quoted from Psalms 14)
Note Also: The Law of Moses is God’s only “authorized” code of righteousness. He has given no other to any other people. It is God’s plan A for salvation for those who are foolish enough to try it! All other codes of morality are not authorized and thus even less approved by God. If a man or his tribe make their own rules- God will judge him by that man’s knowledge and obedience to his own man made ethic which he has not obeyed, much less God’s  law. Thus both Jew and Gentile are guilty before God. Romans 3:20 says, “Because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.”

Discovering God’s greater purpose in giving us the Law

Now that we know for certain that God’s purpose in giving us both conscience and Law was never intended for us to try and climb the latter of moral achievement in order to reach him; but rather it was given to show us our sin and need of a savior; we can learn some deeper purposes for the Law in our lives. So, we will ask seven important questions concerning the law and its purpose.
1. We must ask “To whom did God give His Law?” 
“”But you bear the name ‘Jew’ and rely upon the law, and boast in God…” Romans 2:17 Here God’s word tells us the law was given to one chosen tribe-Israel. The Jews were to be His object lesson to the world of God’s character and calling to the nations. Romans 3:1, 2 says, “Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? Great in every respect. First of all that they were entrusted with the oracles of God.”
2. We must ask, “Why did He give the Law?”
Rom. 3:21, answers this question well, “But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Paul’s phrase, “apart from the Law” means “since the Cross.” At the crucifixion of Jesus, God did something the Law could never do-make us right before the face of a Holy God. In Jesus life and sacrificial death God’s “righteousness was manifested.” The idea of manifested is a revelation, an unveiling, a revealing of a new way of being right with God. The law, no matter how well we try to keep it, could never make us righteous- but God’s Son can do it and did it on the Cross. 
This righteousness comes to us by faith in Jesus for “all those who believe, “Romans 3:22

This is further explained by Paul who says, “nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the Law; since by works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.” Galatians 2:16
Again in Romans 7:7, “What shall we say then, is the law sin? May it never be!(said), On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said , “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.”

3. We must ask, “What is the Law’s True ministry? 
Galatians 3:23-25 answers clearly, “But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. Therefore the Law has become our tutor (child conductor) to lead us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
This means God’s greater purpose for the Law was to show us our failure to keep it, and in our failure drive us to trust in the perfect sacrifice of Christ in our behalf. He alone is righteous before the Law. The law was never meant to save us but rather to show us why we needed a savior. 
4. We then must ask, “Has God set the law aside entirely for another principle?”  Rom.7:6

Since then we are not saved by keeping the rules better than others, what purpose can the Law have for us? Is the law of no effect or purpose for a Christ-follower? Romans 7:6 answers, “But now we have been released from the law, having died to that (principle) by which we were bound, so that we serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.”
We must answer both “yes’ and “no.”

No, He has not side aside the law, but God has in Christ shown us its true purpose. The law was never meant to redeem us, only to condemn us. It is used of God to show us our sin. Romans 3 repeatedly exposes this error made by the Jews.  
Yes, the new principle is GRACE! We do not obey the rules because we have to; but because of God’s grace and mercy to us who broke the rules. We keep the Law not to gain his favor but because of his favor to us in Christ. The law is not gone or done away with, but it is understood for what it is-a reflection of God’s character and his desire for us to be like him. Only Christ in us makes that possible.
5. We ask then, “What is meant by “under Grace?” 
Paul answers this question in Romans 8:3-4, “For what the law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh; in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”
This paragraph is loaded with theology! It affirms the life, death and resurrection of Christ as well as His indwelling Spirit living in us who believe. Paul’s conclusion is that the Law could never make us righteous because of our flesh (weakness); but Christ who kept the law now lives in us. So, He in us can fulfill the Law in our behalf. What we cannot do, he did and will continue to do! This is living under grace and by grace. This is walking in the Spirit.
6. We ask, “How does a “walk in the Spirit” exclude legalism?  
Romans is not all Paul’s analysis of the gospel but it also contains Paul’s own personal struggle to walk in the Spirit. Romans Seven is autobiographical; it tells us of Paul’s own transformation from a legalist Pharisee to a Grace filled child of God. In 7:18 he says, “for I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.” This sentence is coming out of the mouth of a former self-righteous Pharisee. Saul of Tarsus once thought ALL good dwelled in him. Saul imagined every day that he was better than most men because of his permanence under the Law of Moses. Since his encounter with the risen Christ and being indwelt with His life, Paul knows the truth about himself. He says in 7:20 that “sin dwells in me.” The one who wishes to do good but cannot without Christ’s grace in him. He is no longer trying but trusting, For Paul it is no longer his own doing, but rather it is what Jesus has already done. 
Apply: our lesson learned is that we do not keep his commandments to save us but we keep them because of our love for Him who has already saved us. See John 14:21

7. Finally, we ask, “How does life ‘in the Spirit’ offer our hope of fulfilling the higher law of Love? 
The law cannot make us loving. It can only make us feel guilty for not loving more than we are capable of. When Paul wrote his letter to the Church in Galatia he spends most of the letter rebuking the idea that living under Law or any man made rules will produce holiness, love and grace. It cannot. In Galatians 5:14 he sums up the Law, “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘you shall love your neighbor as yourself”. This of course is impossible “in the flesh” but is made possible “by the Spirit.” Galatians 5:15-26 affirms that walking in the Spirit releases the love of Christ through us to be the loving, living sons of God we really are.
In Conclusion to this section of Romans (3:9-20) we are taught why God gave the Law- that every mouth might be shut in his presence as we are stunned by God’s grace-filled favor that is bestowed upon us in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 3:21-25 awaits us. This section of Holy Spirit breathed truth is what some have called “the Holy of Holies” in the New Testament. We invite you to peek into this inner sanctuary next.
